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)NEW-YORK, TUESDAY, FEB. 4, 1879, 





AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


BOOTH’S THEATRE —Tux Danrrza. 
“WALLACK’S THEATRE —Ovns. 
TNION-SQUARE THEATRE.—Banxen’s Davoursn. 
» THEATRE.—T ar Vicrum—So.tow SurveLE. 
ANDARD THEATRE.—H. M.S, Porivorz. 
‘BROADWAY THEATRE.—Kova Laan 
PIFTR-AVENVE THEATRE—Ds. Cuvvn. 
CHICKERING HALL—OConceznt. 
LYCEUM THEATRE.—H. M. &. Pravons. 
NIBLO’S GARDEN THEATRE—Sr: SLocum 
‘THEATRE COMIQUE.—Vavupevnaez. 
THE AQUARIUM.—Afternoon and Evening. 
S§aN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS.—Motraaiay. 
@MERICAN MUSEOM.—Ovnuosrems. 
SATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN.—Warer Coons, 
SOOPER INSTITUTE—Bititiagp Tovaxamurn 
AQHICKERING HALL.—At 11.4.M.—Lacrtaxn 
EEE 
THE NEW-YORK TIMES. 
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BRANOH OFFICES OF THE TIMEs, 
Tus Toms Up-town Ofice—No, 1,258 Broadway, 
Paris Office of Tux Toms—No, 39 Rue de Lafayette. 
‘Tue Turrks is on salé fn’ Lottdon at‘ No. 449 Strand, W. 
©., from Henry F. Gillig & Co.wand at Mr, Stevens’, No. 
t Trafalgar-square. 
—————EEEEEEEe 


Copies of the Spanish-American edition of 
Tun Tuves can be had at the publication 
ofice. Price, 5 cents. 

—_—_—_—_—_—_————— 

3" Advertisements for Taz Werxety Tous 

mhust be handed in before 6 o'clock this evening. 
. EEE 

The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
For to-day, in this region, westerly to southerly 
winds, slightly warmer, partly cloudy weather, 
and in the north light snows. 

¥ ° Ft 

Thé House was somewhat taken by sur- 
prise yesterday by the withdrawal of the 
Public Buildings Appropriation bill, and 
the pfoposition to pass a bill directing the 
Treasury to redeem silyer dollars at their 
par value in gold. The bill, however, did 
not receive even a majority vote. It dif- 


and exchanging them for gold, it would be 
only a question of time when.all our specie 
currency would be silver, when gold would 


of the controversy with Secretary Suer- 
Max, and had the result of the contest over 
the Collectorship depended on his success 


e the power of invective or the 
trick of calling names. , Neither Mr. Conr- 


, 
os 


passage of dilatory tricks like the Murphy 
plan, and it is to be hoped that the head of 


before’, the Governor the  ¢ause of 
the accused Register and County 
Clerk, If the Committee of Forty has 
been. constituted..to make a political 
demonstration at Albany by way of bring- 
ing pressure to bear on the Executive, its 
mission is an impertinence., If those of 
its members who desert their public duties 
at the . behest of. Tammany 

think they owe more to th® party 
organization which nominated them 
than to the community which is taxed for 
their support, they simply demonstrate 
their unfitness to be heard in defense of 
their fellow-partisans at all, The. appear- 
ance before him of stich a deputation on 
such an errand will, it.is to: be hoped, 
furnish the Governor with a fresh 
proof of thé arrogance and contempt 
for legal restraints of an organization which 
drags the Bench and the law officers of the 
City into assoeciation..with some of the 
meanest and least scrupulous of petty poli- 
ticians,for the purpose of saving delinquent 
public servants’ from the consequénces of 
their own illegal acts. 

—eoooOoOrOooCOC 
THE APPROPRIATIONS. 

Having enacted a measure directing the 
payment of arrears of pensions, Congress 
is now. req to provide the. money. 
Whether a modest forty millions or a round 
hundred of millions be the amount involved, 
the Treasury can do nothing until the 
means are provided. Taking as his basis 
the lowest estimate, Mr. BuRCHARD pro- 
poses. to obtain..the -amount by an in- 
erease of the bonded indebtedness. He 
would ‘raise ‘the money by a sale of 
four per .centss On the other hand, 
Mr... OuwegmR admits the need of 
preparation for the largest figures, and asks 
for a eb 8 te appropriation. But a 
bill appro 80 much is not enough. 
Where is the to get the money f 
Shall bonds be sold without stint, so re- 
versing the process which has contributed 
to the improvement of the public credit? 
Or the currency be inflated, regard- 
less of the effect upon resumption? Or 
shall. new. taxes be. imposed, or existing 
taxes increased, to meet the emergency ? 
To these methods the choice of Congress is 
restricted. An unlimited expenditure has 
been ordered; now let us see how the 
money.is to be procured. 

This phase of the subject is presented op- 
portunely, In spite of its economical pre- 
tensions, Congress has an obvious tendency 
to recklessness, which may possibly be re- 
strained by difficulties in the way of get- 
ting money, Plans are pending that would 
drain a ‘prosperous Treasury, and the only 
rational hope of defeating them lies in the 
fact that Congress must supplement. its 
sanction of any of them with specific prto- 
vision for obtaining the requisite amount. 
More taxes or more debt is not an alterna- 
tive that commends itself to popularity’ 
huntéts ; large additions to the currency are 
nota contingency which members unwill- 
ing to imperil resumption will cheerfully 
face. And as one or another of these evils 
is inevitable "if any serious departure from 
the ordinary estimates occur, resistance to 
temptation assumes a prudential aspect. 
Itis as necessary to avoid an enlargement 
of ordinary appropriations as to resist sub- 
sidies, great and small, or to postpone 
schemes of improvement, not wholly unde- 
sirable, but unsuited to the condition of 
the finances. A’ sharp look-out for jobs of 
all kinds is requisite. The Senate has « 
habit of. injecting them into appropriation 
Dills, after the manner of the Brazilian 
subsidy ; and the House cannot too closely 
watch for triéks on the part of some of its 
own members. Tha River and Harbor bill 
will, as usual, be a sore trial-to legislative 
virtue ; its will test professions, 
and determine the fairness with which the 
House is prepared to enforce its regard for 

“War claims generally having received a 
quietus, it seems to be understood that s 

rstematic effort will be made on the part 
of the South to obtain consideration in the 
matter of internal improvements. If the 
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»f compensating the people for penalties 


incident to their devotion to the lost cause. | 


War claims in the interest. of individuals 
are apparently abandoned by common con- 
sent. The two partidos are ‘ag 
inexpediency of giving them further en- 


suppose that they ean compel the recogui- 


tion of an undefined and enormous claim in 
behalf of the South, disguised in the forms 
of subsidies, guarantees, or public expendi- 
tures of a sectional character? © ‘Ne 
-o "he: Mississippi levee scheme and the 
from this idea of compensation. As pre- 
sented a few weeks ago, the levee scheme 
would have absorbed a sum variously esti- 
mated at. from fifty toa hundred millions. 
Elaborate speeches were delivered in its 
support. It was represented as a perfected 
plan for the recovery and protection of allu- 
vial lands and the improvement of naviga- 
tion. The Mr. CaaLmers who protests that 
the South has only honorable - inten- 
tions .avowed a purpose to make the 
adoption of this plan the condition- 
precedent of Northern and Western 
appropriations. By and by it beeame evi- 
dent that the plan for which untold millions: 
were to be voted was a mere experiment- 
The entire expenditure might be wasted. 
We now know that the preponderance of 
professional opinion: is against the levee 
system, considered as a means to certain 
ends. Other plans, costing buta fraction of 
the amount wanted for levees, are deemed 
more efficacious. The proposal now is to 
refer the subject fovinvestigation to a Board 
of Commissioners to be appointed by the 
President; and meanwhile the extravagant 
demand first heard ofis dropped. Such is 
one illustration of the folly and danger. of 
the Southern policy. 

Another illustration is the Texas Pacific. 
The South calls for a loan, gift, or guarantee 
sufficient to secure the construction of a 
transcontinental railroad in Southern lati- 
tudes. Why? ‘Because, we are told; the 
nation richly endowed the existing roads, 
and also the Northern Pacific, But the 
plea is untenable, The existing route was 
selected, partly, on the ground of sectional 
fairness. It is neither Northern nor South- 


‘ern. Its endowment was the result of ex- 


ceptional circumstances; and  sircum- 
stances have so entirely changed that 
money ‘subsidies, in any shape, are no 
longer nécegsary to secure more rail- 
road facilities. As to the Northern 
Pacific, it has no endowment  be- 
yond. that which the Texas Pacific 
already possesses, It has no grant of money 
or loan of: credit;—only a land grant, and 
that’ the Texas Pacific also has. Inthe 
matter of Pacific: railroads, therefore, the 
Sottth has been as largely favored as the 
North: The South, however, is greedy, ex- 
acting; unjust; and these are’so* generally 
the characteristics of its plans for getting 
public. money. that it ought not to wonder 
at the antagonism they ‘call forth. “The 
times are not propitious for new appropria- 
tions of any kind. ‘They are certainly not 
favorable to the expenditures most in favor 
among Southern members. ; . 


AN ANTIQUE CHARACTER. 

The death of Rionarp H. Dana, of Mas- 
sachusetts, removes the last of the group 
who tay be described as the second genera- 
tion of American authors. His grandfather 
was contemporary with those whose few lit- 
erary works distinguish the colonial period 
of our history: His. son survives in a gen- 
eration which is graced by the names of 
LonereLLow, Homes, and WHITTier. The 
poet who has just died was yet a lad when 
the works of CaarLtEes BrockDEn Brown 
appeared. Asa young man, he must have 
been inspired by thé stirring lyries of Tx- 
orny Dwient, Joan TRumMBULL, and other 
revolutionary poets, who contivued to 
write long after Dawa’s literary light arose. 
He was only eight years younger than JaMEs 
K. PAULDING, and was four years the junior 
of Wasurneron Irvine,” ‘These names are 
historic. But after Dana .came James 
Fenmore Cooper, Mrs. StcovrRNEy, Jou 
Neat, Janep Sparks, \Epwarp Everert, 
WittiaM CoLuen Bryant, Firz Greene 
Hatcecs, Jonw P. Kexwepy, Witiiam H. 
Prescorr, and a host of writers whose 
names are identified with the history. of 
American literature, but whose works and 
lives have so long since ceased that they al- 

seem to belong to » distant era. 
Dana’s life had nearly compassed a cen- 
tury. It had lapped over from the period 
immediately following the revolution to the 
second hundred years of the Republic. 

In this busy and bustling age, when, 
like the Athenians of old; every man 
seeks to hear some new thing, we are 
apt to forget too quickly the works of those 
who were the founders of our young 
republic of letters. The man who died 
yesterday not only saw the splendid star 
of Hawrsorwe’s genius rise and set, and 
heard Bryan?’s note swell on the air and 
die away, but in his time he contributed to 
the literature of his country many noble 
works which won the sincere admiration of 
the English-speaking race, and helped to 
shape the growing taste of the generation 
which followed him. The distance between 
Dana, the refined, careful, and leisurely man 
of letters, and the busy literary man of 
to-day is ‘wider than ‘the gap which 
separates his age from ours, The present 
generation has almost forgotten “ The Buc- 
caneer,” & fall of love- 
ly touches of nature and ‘aun 
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of ‘letters. ‘His sarliest essay in 


drifted into literature, and his days were 
passed with men df lofty ideals, refined no- 
tions of the pursuits which they followed, 
and greatly given to refinements of logic 
and rhetoric, Such a man, so bred and 
nurtured, could have but little in common 
with an age so rude.and feverish as ours. 
He long sinee ceased to write, and if he did 
not lag superfluous, he remained a stately 
monumental memorial of -another time. 
Such e life as his seems almost like an 
anachronisni in a period when superficial 
acquirements and half-education ‘are the 
rile. But such men have great uses in the 
building of a national literature. And the 
pure and honorable life of @ man like Ricn- 
ARD H. Dawa ought to bring a salutary 
lesson to those of us who..struggle in the 


heat and dust of to-day. 


———————— 
THE CITY. ALMS FUND. 

A considerable evil has developed itself 
in the public charitable appropriations of 
tliis City, which demands investigation and 
eorrection. By recent acts.of the Legis- 
lature, various asylums, teformatories, 
‘*folds,” and similar institutions, are. en- 
titled to draw upon the Controller for so 
much per capita for their inmates, on the 
ground that they are supporting . ‘‘ the 
poor,” and especially poor children, who 
would otherwise be chargéable: on the 
county, or that they are taking charge of 
young criminals, The allowance granted 
is usually from.$110 to $120 per annum, 
or about.$2 per week, for each person. The 
children of the very poor, or the -paupers; 
aire no longer allowéd to be kept in the 
Randall’s Island Alms-house—unless de- 
fective in mind or body—and the result is 
that these are detained. in these asylums, 
being committed by magistrates... The in- 
stitutions themselves are many~ of them 
strongly sectarian, so that ‘the combined 
motive of making converts and of receiv- 
ing the per capita allowance induces them 
to swell their numbers. Thts, we observe, 
that among the estimates for the asylums 
and reformatories before the Board of Ap- 


portionment for the coming year, are 
$234,652 for the Foundling Asylum under 


the Sisters of Charity, where the average 
number of inmates is estimated at 1)575; 
for the Hebrew Orphan Asylum, $32,450, 


their ¢hildren’'to be committed to these 
asylums during the Winter in order to free 


ing bigoted Catholics, make it a point to 
play into the hands of the priests by filling 
up the Roman Catholic asylums, and: 
sometimes seems as if even the’ 


mit some of its inmates,.and thus add:to 
its income. In the list we have given above 
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first inspiration, Bred to the law, he early 


the relaxing of these bands has been 

on for some years, and meantime the people 
have had a taste of the benefits 
of a Government such as they aspired 
toenjoy. They were, therefore, mot in the 
condition likely to oceasion a violent reac- 
tion, such as has always attended or fol- 
lowed the toppling over of corrupt or 
despotic régime of monatchism. Their own 
strongest and most prudent friends were in 
‘possession and able to direct the course of 


| events, even when they were so rapid as‘not 


to be absolutely controlled. The results of 
the last two weeks are no doubt as much a 
surprise to the leading Republicans of 
Frané¢e as to the rest of the world, and they 
must appreciate how«much they owe to the 
action of Marshal MacMauon, though they 
may not consider him entitled to any special 
gratitude. That he was. an obstacle to the 
grand consummation which they so devoutly 
wished, was sufficiently evident before 
the late meeting of the National Assem- 
bly, but any direct. effort to get 
him out of the way. was not to be 
thought of, lest the perilous agitations which 
all moderate men deprecated should be pre- 
cipitatedupon the Republic at a most criti- 
cal time. ‘So they proposed to be patient 
and await the course of events. The Du- 
faure Ministry was not altogether satisfac- 
tory: Its Republicanism: was not doubted, 
but the Conservatism of its head; which had 
made it tolerably acceptable to the reac- 
tionary President, wag of the ultra kind no 
longer useful. It had served admirably to 
bridge over the period from the 
long crisis of 1877 to the’ Senatorial elec- 
tion, and keep the peace between the country 
and the nominal official head of the Govern- 
ment. That period past, its special useful- 
ness: was over, except on the supposition 
that MacMAHow was to remain and the need 
of a mediator to continue. 

Though MacManow was in the way, and 
the Ministry, as then constituted; a M@n- 
drance, and. though together they stood, in 
an especial manner, in the light of Gam- 
BePTA, the’ great popular ‘leader ‘end’ the 
most powérful ‘of thosé who were to shape 
and direct events, it was proposed to keep 
them in place and work against the conse- 
quent disadvantages. Butevents have fa- 
vored them wonderfally, When the’ old 
Marshal stepped aside, the blockade was 
raised. The cool-headed Grevy was ad- 
vanced to the vacant chair, and at once ac- 
knowledged as the right man in the. right 
place. GaMBETTA was elected President of 
,the Chamber of Deputies, and the way was 
open before him. “His time for the Presi- 
deney of the Republic had not.come, and 
he had strong reasons for wishing 
to avoid heading ..a Ministry. A 
precipitation of a'vacancy in. either posi- 
tion, in the midst of violence, might have 
compelled him into one or the other, and 
endangered the consolidation of the Repub- 
lie.; Now he is in the: line of advancement, 
and likely to be considered as the: legiti- 
mate candidate for the succession after 
the process of settling the institutions of 
the country ‘anid perfecting ‘the Constita- 
tion has been completed... The Dufaure 
Ministry passed its crisis safely and honora- 
bly, and its veneradle head can now’retire 
with the respect.of himself and the nation. 
Having maintained his position success- 
fully through the more violent and perilous 
stages of the transition, he was not only 
content to give way to others, but unal- 


natural, for he has passed the limit of four- 
score years, and younger and more ardent 
met can better perform what remain’ to. be 
served it well, and it is now. plainly a fortu- 
nate thing that he held his post until all dan- 
gerof reaction wasover. But a livelier sym- 
pathy for. progressive policy, a more zeal- 
ous determination upon the reforms to be 

od, were now called for. M. Wap- 
piveTon iss safe.a.man as Dvracrx, and 
scarcely less moderate in his ideas, but he 
by Conservative traditions. . Heneeforth 
we have a fair assurance that the Executive 
and his Cabinet and, both branches.of the 
National Assembly will work together har- 


of the Republic in he. lower. ranks of 
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and the maintenance of the country’s confi- 


ular ignorance and superstition combine to throw in 
the way of every attempt at sanitary legislation in 
Russia is foreibly illustrated by an incident of the 
emall-pox epidemié of 1670. On the first outbreak 
of the disease, which took place in one of the fron- 
tler towns of Asiatic Russia, orders were issued for 
the immediate vaccination of all the inhabitants. 
gave credit to the absurd report that this operation 
was intended to mark them as recruits for the con- 
scription. Instantly, the whole town was in an up- 
selves with such weapons as they could find, and 
rushing in a body to the Medical Bureaa, dragged 
able and experienced man—together with one of his 
assistants; nor was it without the employment of a 
strong military force and the sacrifice of several 
more lives on either side that the riot was ultimately 
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A Mrs. Saban Crocxerr, who died at 85, the 
other day, in Baltimore, shows that longevity runs 
in families. She belonged to one of the longest-hved 
families in the city. She was s daughter of Huxary 
Laurer, who. died reeently at near 90; a sister of 
Jamas Lutsr, who went to his grave aged 80 odd; 
also of Haney Lures, still tiviag at 86. Two or 
three of her sisters-in-law are. likewise very old, in- 
dicating that the Luter tenacity of life is communi- 
cated by marriage. ‘Mrs. Crockerr and her brothers 
lived to see three. generations of children, grand- 
children, and great-grandehildren, and at her faneral 
were present more than 50 descendants of the fami- 
ly, all of whom followed the remains to the cemetery, 
requiring 20 carriages for their accommodation. The 
Laters are said to have been remarkable for longev- 
ity for almost two centuries, several of them having 
reached 100 years. 

The shortest will upon record has just been 
proved in an Eazlish Court of Probate. The doen- 
ment reads literally: ‘‘ Mrs. —— is to have all when 
Tdie.” There can be no mistaking the testator’s in- 
tention, nor as to the contingency which must oceur 
erethe dedd can be administered and applied, and 
henee any legal quibble is impossible. BLACKSTONE 
informs us that testaments are of very high an- 
tiquity. Reeords of such documents have been dis- 
covered dated from the remotest period of man’s 
civilized existence. Indeed, it has been stated by 
one writer that Noan made his will in writing, wit- 
nessed it in accordance with law under his seal, and 
that in virtue of this document the world was sub- 
divided among his ehildren. Among the Greeks, 
SOLON was the first to introduce testamentary dis- 
positions, and in Rome they were unknown until the 
Twelve Tables were accepted as the basis of their law 
and custom. This mode of devising property was in 
foree in England prior to the conquest; but the mill- 
tary tenares subséquently in vogue forbade such a 
. method of alienating It is related of a citi- 
zen of our Own country that he was so enamored of 
republican 
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inatitations, he desired by will that his 
body should be flayed, and the skin thus taken from 
tanned. Of the toughened: integument two 
were to be made: and he further bequeathed 
@ sum of money, to be paid annually to a person who 
Wasto vroceed to thy top of Bunker Hii on every 
Fourth of July, and there beat a tattoo’on one 
of these drums. Probably. the.most fantastically 
contrived instrament to utilize the body of the testa- 
tor is recorded by Dr. Forpgss Wuxstow. A French- 
man, disappointed in love, determined to commit 
suiéide. Previous to carrying his design into effect, 
he wrote a letter to the lady who had jilted him. 
Tw another document he noted his jast wishes, 
which he desired should be scrupulousy adhered to. 
His corpse was to be taken, boiled down, and the 
fat extracted. Out of this acandie was to be made, 
and presented to the subject of his misplaced affee- 
tions, in order that she might read his commauniea- 
tion by the light provided from his own body. 
$$ 


A singular case of mental derangement ‘is 
mentioned in the Western newspapers, with an 
eqnally singular and rather dramatic issue. Over 
fouryears ago, a woman giving her name as SoPura 
JANSEN was committed to the almshouse in San 
Francisco, under the belief that she was of unsound 
tmiind, but harmless. Ten months later she was dis- 
charged, at the request of the Swedish Consul, of 
whote nationality she was presumed to be; but her 
insanity afterward assuming s dangerous form, she 
Was tent to the lunatic asylum at Stockton. Pre- 
vious to her commitment to the almshouse she had 
walked thé entire distance from Omaha to 
San Franciseo, scaling precipiees and moun- 
tains and ¢rossing dizzy trestles onthe ‘rail- 
Way between those two points. After arriving 
destitute in the latter city, she refused to furnish 
any information about herself, except that she was 
a@ native of Sweden, 44 years old, and had been in 
the country five years, having gone from here on 
landing to Evanston, Til, in company with her 
brother, to join her father, a Methodist clergyman 
Ab that place, This and other stories told by her 
proved on investigation to be untrue. A deal 
‘ sity was excited about her, and the more ef- 

to unravel her mystery, the deeper it 

med to grow. She bad not been very long at the 
Stockton asylum when a young man called on the 
Suaverintendent, inquired for the peculiar woman, 
deseribed her accurately, said she was his aunt, 
@ud that, five years before, she had disap- 
peared from her home in St. Lonis, and 
Bad not been seen by her friends “since, She 
also proved to be the sister of Jonw G, Kamuan, 
‘a former resident of San Francisco, who died last 
December, leaving property valued at $500,000, 
Bhe is one of three heirs, the others being a brother 
and a sister, whose home isin St.Louis. Whether 
her heirship will lessen or increase her insanity re- 
mains to be seen. But her relatives think -her dis- 
order only temporary, and that much of it has arisen 
from want of proper nourishment and cere. An as- 
sured income of $13,000 a year may re-collect her 
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While eulogies of Bryant are still our 
lips, another of that early race of poets, and the last, 


_ters, should teach us our mistake. American 


ture is still in its youth, hardly out of its infamey, fos 
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tice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, mar: 
ried a daughter of William Ellery, of Rhode Island, 
whose name appears among the signers of the Dec: 


fons of his youth. With his cousin, Francis Dana 
Channing, he studied law in_ the office,of his 
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